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M.  Earl  C r a i g
Autumn Pastoral
1
I r e m e m b e r  s e e i n g  on G o d ’s desk 
a w a t e r  glass.
It was  a glass I w ou l d  l ike  to o w n —  
s imple ,  i nconsp i cuous .
T h e r e  was  no  w a t e r  in t h e  w a t e r  glass.
God k e p t  t acks  and  a p ipe  c l e a n e r  
in t h e  glass,
and I r e m e m b e r  w a n t i n g  
to r each  for it and  t h e n  n o t i c i n g  
a small  c h i p  on  t h e  r im.
2
My n a m e  is Ebony  C h a n d l e r  and  I’ve  be en  t h i n k i n g  
abou t  a p a r t i c u l a r  w a t e r  glass 
on G o d ’s desk.
I m i g h t ’ve l i f ted t h a t  s ame  glass 
to m y  head  at a w e d d i n g  once .
Thi s  s i mp l e  glass t h a t  God o w n s  
has  m a d e  m e  t h i n k  of a w h i t e  r am 
w i t h  a l ame  foot.
T h e  ram wil l  no t  let  m e  t ou c h  h i m.
C u t B a n k  9
3
M y  name is Ebony C hand le r
and a l th o u g h  the  w in d  has kn o c k e d  m y  ha t o f f  
I w i l l  reach fo r  the  w a te r  glass 
jus t as God sets i t  dow n .
(This is no t  an opera. Th is  is n o t  
l ik e  sa i l in g  to Corsica.)
I pu t ano th e r  tack in  G od ’s w a te r  glass.
I pu t a small pebb le  in  G od ’s w a te r  glass.
I use the  b o t tom  o f the  glass to  trace  a c i r c le  
in  m y d ia ry  a round the  w o rds  
butter, rodent, supraorbital.
I O C u t B a n k
